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BECEWT ABSESGHENTZ OF TOF SOVIET LEADERS

.

I. tomduet of Soviei pilgrimss in Belgrade (particularly

H3C BRIEFING 14 June 1365

Kbrushehev) made uniformly bad impression both oa Yugo-

slevs and on ¥esters representatives dn the scene. Yugo-

.,

wlave openly mtizyt&mﬁ of Boviet lesder following visit,
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f1f. iIa sawe conmection, Asbassador Bohlen, followiag

iv.

attendance at large Soviet party for Nehru, comments that

the more the top Soviet leaders are seen, ihe less and less

impressive they become.

A. Doblen states: "In fmet, with exception of Nsleakov
{who, even im eclipse, atrikes me of superior guality
to others) sad Melotov (whe, perhaps by experience,
gives impresston of grester dignity and capability),
there is sot one of present Presidius meambership wheo
appears 1o have ontstanding persoosl qurliities or
abilities,.”

Reaction in Belgrade to Soviet delegation probably resalt

of sbock caused by Khrushchev's uninhibited, hesdlong

lesperament seen i1n nev role for first time.

4. Contrast is sharp, when coupsred with repiilias re-
serve of Stalin, vho was always ghielded froam close
scrutiny.

B. Bohlen’s aporaissl of Boviet leaders, whbile unflatter-
ing is less exirese than Yugoslave', probably because
of greater Ismiliariiy.

C. *hatever Khrushchev's diplomstic imeptitude, it has
not stood in way of his rise to top and it is egually
doubiful that it will cause his decline,

1. His personal position is probably little nftected

by Belgrade perforssnce.
Z. vwhile individual Eeviet lesders may lack pﬁiiah and

fail 1o meamsure up to Hestevra standards of “greainess,”

nonetheless unsafe to conclude thst Soviet poliey is
iherafara 15 incompeteat hands,
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